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Biographical Summary: Univ.-Professor Dr. rer.nat. Frank Kirchhoff 
 

  
 
Affiliation 
Molecular Physiology, Center for Integrative Physiology and Molecular Medicine (CIPMM),  
University of Saarland, Building 48, 66421 Homburg. 
Phone +49-6841-16-16440, mobile +49 151 1673 2156, email:  frank.kirchhoff@uks.eu 
 
Education 
1998 Habilitation, Biochemistry, Free University Berlin 
1990 Dr. rer. nat., Neurobiology, Institute for Neurobiology, Heidelberg University  
1986 Diploma, Biochemistry, University of Hannover 
1981-1986 Studies of Biochemistry, University of Hannover 

Professional career 

Jan. 2024 Founder of the Chengdu Center of Gender-specific Biology and Medicine (CGBM Chengdu) 

since 2023 Founding member and speaker of the Center for Gender-specific Biology and Medicine (CGBM) at 
the Medical Faculty University of Saarland 

since 2009 Full Professor (W3) for Physiology, Faculty of Medicine, University of Saarland 

2021-2024 Adjunct Professor, Experimental Research Center for Normal and Pathological Aging, University of 
Medicine and Pharmacy of Craiova, 200349, Craiova, Romania 

2000-2009 Group leader „Glial Physiology and Imaging“, Department of Neurogenetics, Max Planck Institute 
for Experimental Medicine, Göttingen 

1998-2008 Lecturer Free University Berlin 

1995-1999 Research Assistant „Cellular Neurosciences“ Max Delbrück Center for Molecular Medicine, Berlin  

1991-1994 Research Assistant „Cellular Neurobiology“, Institute for Neurobiology, Heidelberg University  

Academia, Honors and Awards 

Jan 2025 Honorary Professor at China Pharmaceutical University Nanjing China 

Oct 2024 Chair Professor, Institute of Neuroscience, Soochow University, Suzhou, China 

since 2024 Member of the Pan-European Regional Committee of the International Brain Research 
Organization (IBRO-PERC) 

since 2024 Board member of the German Brain Council 

since 2023 Distinguished Professor at the Chengdu University of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Chengdu, 
China 

2023-2025 President of the German Neuroscience Society (NWG) 

Sept 2023 Health Prize of the Saarland Medical Association 

2021-2023 Vice president of the German Neuroscience Society (NWG) 

2018-2021 Senator of the University of Saarland 

since 2016 Member Academia Europaea 

2016-2021 Coordinator EU-H2020-MSCA ITN EU-GliaPhD (a European Graduate Training Network) 

2014-2024 Visiting Professor at University of Medicine and Pharmacy of Craiova, Craiova, Romania 

2013-2023 Coordinator of the Priority Program SPP 1757 „Glial Heterogeneity“ of the German Research 
Foundation (DFG) 
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2012-2022 Member of the International Scientific Advisory Committee of the Achucarro Basque Center for 
Neuroscience, Bilbao, Spain 

since 2012 Faculty member of the International Astrocyte School in Bertinoro/Italy 

since 2009 Member of the Editorial Board „GLIA“ 

1987-1989 Doctoral scholarship Boehringer Ingelheim Fonds 

1981-1986 Scholarship German Academic Scholarship Foundation (Studienstiftung des deutschen Volkes)  

Research Interests 

Our research focuses on the molecular and cellular mechanisms of neuron-glia interaction in the central 
nervous system. We are pursuing the following research questions: How do glial transmitter receptors sense 
and modulate synaptic transmission? What is the impact for living organisms? How do glial cells respond to 
acute injuries within the central nervous system? How are neuron-glia interactions affected by sex/gender? 

Reviewing activities 

Ad hoc reviewer for scientific journals: European Journal of Neuroscience, Glia, Journal for Neuroscience, 
Journal of Physiology, Nature, Science, PLoS Biology, Journal of Chemical Neuroanatomy, Journal of 
Neuroscience Methods, Journal of Neuroscience Research, Molecular and Cellular Neuroscience, Cell Calcium, 
PLoS One, Science Signaling, eLife  
Ad hoc reviewer for scientific grant agencies: European Research Council (ERC, EU), Deutsche Forschungs-
gemeinschaft (DFG, D), German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD, DE), Agence National de la Recherche 
(ANR, F), Fondation Recherche Medical (FRM, F), ARSEP (F), Wellcome Trust (UK), Medical Research Council 
(MRC, UK), International Spinal Research Trust (ISRT, UK), Wings of Life (AU) 
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